
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  •  September 13, 2026  •  9:00am & 11:00am

Holy Eucharist,	 Renewed Ancient Text from the 
BCP2019 

Opening Hymn   The People Stand

And Can It Be that I Should Gain
Words: Charles Wesley, 1738; Music: Thomas Campbell, 1835

And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Savior’s blood?
Died he for me who caused his pain!
For me who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be 
That thou, my God, should die for me?

Amazing love! How can it be
That thou, my God, should die for me!

He left his Father’s throne above,
So free, so infinite his grace!
Emptied himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race.
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For O my God, it found out me!

Opening Sentences			 

leader	 Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

people	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.



The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution of Sin

leader	 Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

leader & people 
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Song of Worship



Rising Sun
Leslie Jordan and David Leonard

Praise him all you sinners 
Sing, oh sing you weary
Oh, praise him all you children of God 

We lift high his glory
Shown throughout our stories
We praise him as the children of God

Our great Redeemer, Glorious Savior
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Light of the morning, you shine forever
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Your Name is higher than the rising sun

Praise his Name forever 
Speak it loud and clear now
Oh, praise him as the children of God

Hallelujah! Name above all, simply to speak your Name is praise
Hallelujah! Now and always, forever we lift your Name in praise
Hallelujah! Our God you reign, simply to speak your Name is praise

The Collect of the Day  The People Stand	   

leader    	 The Lord is here.

people     	 And his Spirit is with us. 
leader	 Let us pray.

all	 O God, because without you we are not able to please you, 
	 mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things 
	 direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
	 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
	 now and for ever. Amen.



Children & Youth Dismissal 		  Scott Frazier

Let the Flame Burn Brighter

Let the flame burn brighter in the heart of the darkness
Turning night to glorious day
Let the song grow louder, as our love grows stronger
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

First Reading  The People Sit 	 Romans 14:5–12 (NIV)

lector 	 A reading from Romans 14.

14:5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another 
considers every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in 
their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as special does so to the 
Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to 
God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to 
God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for 
ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die 
for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For 
this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the 
Lord of both the dead and the living.

10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you 
treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment 
seat. 11 It is written:

“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;
    every tongue will acknowledge God.’”

12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.

lector 	 The Word of the Lord. 
people		  Thanks be to God.



Psalter  The People Stand	 Psalm 103

lector 	 Let us pray Psalm 103 responsively by half verse.

1	 Bless the Lord, O my soul, *
 		  and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
2	 Bless the Lord, O my soul, *
 		  and forget not all his benefits.
3	 He forgives all your sins *
 		  and heals all your infirmities;
4	 He redeems your life from the grave *
 		  and crowns you with mercy and lovingkindness;
5	 He satisfies you with good things, *
 		  and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6	 The Lord executes righteousness *
 		  and judgment for all who are oppressed.
7	 He made his ways known to Moses *
 		  and his works to the children of Israel.
8	 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
 		  slow to anger and of great kindness.
9	 He will not always accuse us, *
 		  nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10	 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
 		  nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11	 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
 		  so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12	 As far as the east is from the west, *
 		  so far has he removed our sins from us.
13	 As a father cares for his children, *
 		  so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
14	 For he himself knows whereof we are made; *
 		  he remembers that we are but dust.



15	 Our days are like the grass; *
 		  we flourish like a flower of the field;
16	 When the wind goes over it, it is gone, *
 		  and its place shall know it no more.
17	 But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever
	 on those who fear him, *
 		  and his righteousness on children’s children;
18	 On those who keep his covenant *
 		  and remember his commandments and do them.
19	 The Lord has set his throne in heaven, *
 		  and his kingship has dominion over all.
20	 Bless the Lord, you angels of his,
	 you mighty ones who do his bidding, *
 		  and hearken to the voice of his word.
21	 Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, *
 		  you ministers of his who do his will.
22	 Bless the Lord, all you works of his, in all places of his dominion; *
 		  bless the Lord, O my soul.

all 	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Gospel Song	 The People Stand

We Turn to You
from Church of the Cross Boston

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,
Our Maker and Giver of Life;
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,
Our Savior, we turn to you, we turn to you, we turn to you.



The Gospel  		  Matthew 18:21–35

deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
	 according to St. Matthew.
people	 Glory to you, Lord Christ

18:21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who 
owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he 
was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ 
he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took 
pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to 
choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.

29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with 
me, and I will pay it back.’

30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into 
prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw 
what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master 
everything that had happened.

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, 
‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t 
you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In 
anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 



should pay back all he owed.

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord
people	 Praise to you, Lord Christ

We Turn to You

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,
Our Maker and Giver of Life;
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,
Our Savior, we turn to you, we turn to you, we turn to you.

The Sermon  	 The People Sit	



The Nicene Creed

leader	 Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

leader and people

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
    Begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven:
    By the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        He suffered death and was buried.     
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.           * Universal 



The Prayers of the People

God of all creation, full of love and abounding in mercy;
May the whole earth be filled with your glory.
O Lord, bless and guide all ministers of your church;
Clothe them in righteousness and grant them wisdom.
Direct the leaders of our nation;
That they may act in accordance with your kingdom.
Enlarge our own hearts, O Lord,
To love the things that you love.
May we proclaim your light
In every place where there is darkness.
May we proclaim your Holy Name
In every aspect of our lives.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And renew a right spirit within us.
Grant us your peace;
For only in you can we live in safety.
We pray for those in sickness, grief, persecution, bondage, fear, or 
loneliness, especially those from our own parish: David & Jan Bennett, 
Rachel Chisolm, Ollie & Sawyer Dunham, Eric Kaufman, Quinn 
Kenney, Amanda McCamant, Diane Thompson, Thomas Whitlock, 
and others you have laid upon our hearts. 

Silence is kept.

[Together we ask ] Lord, have mercy.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

celebrant		
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name 
of your Son: Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in 
our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and 
love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Peace  The People Stand

celebrant    	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
people        	 And also with you.

The people sit.

Announcements

prayer for birthdays					   
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 
their hearts may thy peace which passes all understanding abide all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

prayer for anniversaries
O God, you have so blessed the covenant of marriage that in it is 
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send 
your blessing upon these your children, that their lives together may 
continue to reflect your love and forgiveness and that their home may be a 
haven of blessing and peace; we pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

celebrant 	 Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 		
	        an offering and sacrifice to God. 



Offering & Congregational Song

Burning Heart of God
Words & music by Brian Elmquist, Jacob Sooter, Matt Maher, & Nate Moore, 2022

There’s a light in the darkness
Like a city on a hill
With a seat at the table
In the burning heart of God
There’s an open invitation
To a feast for the poor
And a blessing for the broken
In the burning heart of God

Love like fire, all consuming
From the beginning, without an end
My desire is my offering
And I’ll never be the same
In the burning heart of God

There’s a change gonna come
Every wall fallen down
And another way forward
In the burning heart of God
There’s a Savior here among us
And he’s paid the price
So lay your burden at the altar
In the burning heart of God

Broken but unbreakable
Human but all powerful
Heaven falling on this fallen world
How could I stay the same
When I found you in the flames?



Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Holy Communion,  	The People Stand	

celebrant    	 The Lord is here.

people     		  And his Spirit is with us.
celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.

people    		  We lift them up to the Lord.
celebrant		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

people    		  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

[say]

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



 
The People Kneel or Stand 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and when we had sinned against you and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into 
the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he 
stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once for all, 
that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his resurrection 
he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. 
As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confidence before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my 
Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for 
the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance 
of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them 
by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily 
receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face.



All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray...

[say]

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven  
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil  	
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
Forever and ever, Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 	 
celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

people        	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
celebrant		 The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
		  remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
		  him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Music 	

We Do Not Presume
Music by Andy Piercy & David Clifton

We do not presume to come to your table



Trusting in our own righteousness
For we are not worthy so much as to gather
The crumbs from under your table

But trusting, O Lord, in your great and manifold mercies
For you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy
So cleanse us and feed us with the body and blood of your Son
That we may live in him and that he may live in us
For ever and ever. Amen.

Come, All Who Are Weary, Come
Words & music by Berit Goetz, Isaac Wardell, Paul Zach, 2023

Come, all who are weary; I will give you rest
Come, all who are striving; lean upon my breast
For my yoke is easy
And my burden light
O come, all who are weary, come

Come, all who are wounded, crying out “How long”
Come, all who are waiting for the break of dawn
Darkness will not hide you
Forever from my sight
O come, all who are wounded, come

Come, all who are weeping, all whose hope is gone
Come, all who are silent, all who’ve lost their song
Your every tear is numbered
Your every sorrow known
O come, all who are weeping, come

O come, all who are weary,
Come, wounded and weeping
Come, all of God’s children, come



We Are Not Overcome
Words & music by Isaac Wardell and Robert Heiskell, 2012

Flesh will fail, and bones will break
Thieves will steal, the earth will shake
Night will fall, light will fade
The Lord will give and take away

Because of his great love, we are not overcome
Because of his great love, we are not overcome

Put no trust in the earth
In the sod you stand upon
Flowers fade into dust
The Lord will make a place for us

Have no fear for your life
Turn your cheek, turn your cheek
Bear the yoke of love and death
The Lord will give all life and breath

Psalm 27 (I Will See Your Goodness)
Greg LaFollette

You are my light, my light, Lord
You are my salvation
You are my rock, my rock, Lord
You’re my firm foundation

O Hallelujah
O you are good, good
O Hallelujah
Bless you, God
O bless you, God



So in my day of trouble
I will hope and trust
Hide me in your shelter
Defend and lift me up

I am sure of this: that I will see your goodness
In the land of the living
I am sure of this: that I will see the goodness of the Lord

Prayer for Mission 	
all 	 Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the 
	 spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your 
	 Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
	 holy mysteries that we are living members of the body of 
	 your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now, 
	 Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
	 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 
	 Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 
	 and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing

celebrant  	
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 



Procession into the World  The People Stand 

And Can It Be that I Should Gain
Charles Wesley

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray;
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

Amazing love! How can it be
That thou, my God, should die for me!

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine;
Alive in him,  my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own

The Dismissal

deacon	  	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
		  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

people 		  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

~    ~    ~
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