Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost + August 23,2026 + 9:00am & 11:00am
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Opening Hymn The People Stand

For the Beauty of the Earth
Words: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies,
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth, and friends above, pleasures pure and undefiled:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For thy church which evermore lifteth holy hands above,
Offering up on every shore her pure sacrifice of love,
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For Thyself, best Gift Divine, to our world so freely given,

For that great, great love of Thine, Peace on earth and joy in Heaven.
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

Opening Sentences

LEADER  Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

PEOPLE  And blessed be bis kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.



The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution of Sin

LEADER  Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

LEADER & PEOPLE

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word and deed,

by what we bave done,

and by what we bave left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole beart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we bumbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

CELEBRANT

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Song of Worship



His Mercy Is More
Matt Boswell, Matt Papa

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all-knowing, he counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more

Praise the Lord, his mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father so tender is calling us home

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more

What riches of kindness he lavished on us

His blood was the payment, his life was the cost
We stood neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many, his mercy more

The Collect of the Day  1he People Stand

LEADER  The Lord is here.
PEOPLE  And bis Spirit is with us.
LEADER Let us pray.

ALL Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your
Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without
your belp, protect and govern it always by your goodness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Children’s Dismissal

Let the Flame Burn Brighter

Let the flame burn brighter in the heart of the darkness
Turning night to glorious day

Let the song grow louder, as our love grows stronger
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

First Reading The People sit Isaiah 51:1-6 (NIV)
LECTOR A reading from Isaiah 51.

511 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness
and who seek the Lord:
Look to the rock from which you were cut
and to the quarry from which you were hewn;
?look to Abraham, your father,
and to Sarah, who gave you birth.
When I called him he was only one man,
and I blessed him and made him many.
? The Lord will surely comfort Zion
and will look with compassion on all her ruins;
he will make her deserts like Eden,
her wastelands like the garden of the Lord.
Joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the sound of singing.

*“Listen to me, my people;

hear me, my nation:
Instruction will go out from me;

my justice will become a light to the nations.
> My righteousness draws near speedily,

my salvation is on the way,



and my arm will bring justice to the nations.
The islands will look to me
and wait in hope for my arm.
¢ Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
look at the earth beneath;
the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment
and its inhabitants die like flies.
But my salvation will last forever,
my righteousness will never fail.

LECTOR The Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE Thanks be to God.

Psalter The People Stand

LECTOR Let us pray Psalm 63 responsively by half verse.

1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

2 'Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.

3 For your lovingkindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.

4 So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my bands in your Name.

5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

6  When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.

7 For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

8 My soul clings to you; *

Psalm 63



your right band holds me fast.

9 May those who seek my life to destroy it *
go down into the depths of the earth;

10 Let them fall upon the edge of the sword, *
and let them be food for jackals.

11 But the king will rejoice in God;
all those who swear by him will be glad; *
for the mouth of those who speak lies shall be stopped.

ALL Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Second Reading 7he Peope si Romans 11:25-36 (NIV)
LECTOR A reading from Romans 11.

1125 ] do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and
sisters, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a
hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in,
% and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written:

“The deliverer will come from Zion;

he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
7 And this is my covenant with them

when I take away their sins.”

8 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake;

but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the
patriarchs, * for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. *° Just as you
who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a
result of their disobedience, > so they too have now become disobedient
in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy
to you. ** For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he
may have mercy on them all.

3 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!



How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!
3*“Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?”
%“Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay them?”
% For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.

LECTOR The Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Song

We Turn to You
from Church of the Cross Boston

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,

Our Maker and Giver of Life;

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,

Our Savior, we turn to you, we turn to you, we turn to you.

The Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

peacoN  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to St. Matthew.
PEOPLE Glory to you, Lord Christ

113 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples,”Who do people say the Son of Man is?”

' They replied,“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still



others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
>“But what about you?” he asked.“Who do you say I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living

God/

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. '® And
I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. ** I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

% Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

DEACON  The Gospel of the Lord

PEOPLE Praise to you, Lord Christ

We Turn to You

Holy Father, Son, and Spiri,
Our Maker and Giver of Life;
Holy Father, Son, and Spiri,

Our Savior, we turn to you, we turn to you, we turn to you.

The Sermon The People Sit



The Peace 1 People Stand

CELEBRANT  The peace of the Lord be always with you.

PEOPLE And also with you.
The people sit.
Announcements

PRAYER FOR BIRTHDAYS

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in
their bearts may thy peace which passes all understanding abide all the
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ANNIVERSARIES

O God, you have so blessed the covenant of marriage that in it is
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and bis Church: Send
your blessing upon these your children, that their lives together may
continue to reflect your love and forgiveness and that their home may be a
haven of blessing and peace; we pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

ceLEBRANT  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God.

Offering & Congregational Song



By Thy Mercy
Words: James Jobn Cummins, 1839; Music: Greg Thompson, 2004

Jesus, Lord of life and glory, bend from heaven thy gracious ear;
While our waiting souls adore thee, friend of helpless sinners, hear:

From the depth of nature’s blindness, from the hardening power of sin,
From all malice and unkindness, from the pride that lurks within,

By thy mercy, O deliver us, good Lord
By thy mercy, O deliver us, good Lord, good Lord

When temptation sorely presses, in the day of Satan’s power,
In our times of deep distresses, in each dark and trying hour,

When the world around is smiling, in the time of wealth and ease,

Earthly joys our hearts beguiling, in the day of health and peace.

In the weary hours of sickness, in the times of grief and pain,
When we feel our mortal weakness, when all human help is vain,

In the solemn hour of dying, in the awful judgment day,
May our souls, on thee relying, find thee still our Rock and Stay

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Holy Communion, The Pecple Stand

CELEBRANT  The Lord is here.

PEOPLE And bis Spirit is with us.

CELEBRANT  Lift up your hearts.

PEOPLE We lift them up to the Lord.
CELEBRANT  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

PEOPLE It is right to give bim thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

[sa]

Holy, boly, boly Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the bighest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the bighest.

The People Kneel or Stand

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for

yourself; and when we had sinned against you and become subject to
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into
the wortld for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he
stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once for all,
that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his resurrection
he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet.
As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we



might come with confidence before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in

remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my
Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for
the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance
of me”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ bas died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them
by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily
receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he
may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the
joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him,
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray...

[say]
Our Father who art in beaven, hallowed be thy Name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
Forever and ever, Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread

ceLEBRANT  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
PEOPLE Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
cELEBRANT  The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,

Communion Music

We Do Not Presume
Music by Andy Piercy & David Clifton

We do not presume to come to your table
Trusting in our own righteousness

For we are not worthy so much as to gather
The crumbs from under your table

But trusting, O Lord, in your great and manifold mercies

For you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy
So cleanse us and feed us with the body and blood of your Son
That we may live in him and that he may live in us

For ever and ever. Amen.

For the Life of the World
Jon Egan & Glenn Packiam, 2013

Each of us has sinned, turned our back on him
Fallen far from the glory of God

Still you made a way, called us out by name
Now we know the love of our God

For us and for our salvation



You came from Heaven to earth
For love you carried the cross

Crucified for the life of the world

Up from the grave, you arose, lifted high, Jesus

You will come again and you will reign, Jesus, reign

Alleluia, what a Savior! Alleluia!
Alleluia, what a Savior! Alleluia!

Christ Is Risen
Words & music by Mia Fieldes and Matt Maher, 2009

Let no one caught in sin remain

Inside the lie of inward shame

But fix our eyes upon the cross

And run to him who showed great love

And bled for us
Freely you've bled for us

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling over death by death
Come awake, come awake, come and rise up from the grave
Christ is risen from the dead; we are one with him again

Come awake, come awake, come and rise up from the grave

Beneath the weight of all our sin

You bowed to none but heaven’s will

No scheme of hell, no scoffer’s crown
No burden great can hold you down

In strength you reign

Forever let your Church proclaim

O Death, where is your sting?

O Hell, where is your victory?

O Church, come stand in the light

The glory of God has defeated the night

O Death, where is your sting?



O Hell, where is your victory?
O Church, come stand in the light
Our God is not dead

He's alive! He’s alive!

Prayer for Mission

ALL Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these
holy mysteries that we are living members of the body of
your Son, and beirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now,
Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

CELEBRANT

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and

the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Procession into the World he People Stand

Praise to God, Immortal Praise

Words: Anna Barbauld, 1772; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838

Praise to God, immortal praise,
For the love that crowns our days;
bounteous source of every joy,



let thy praise our tongues employ:
all to thee, our God, we owe,
source whence all our blessings flow.

All the plenty summer pours;
autumn’s rich oerflowing stores;
flocks that whiten all the plain;
yellow sheaves of ripened grain:
Lord, for these our souls shall raise
grateful vows and solemn praise.

As thy prospering hand hath blessed,
may we give thee of our best;

and by deeds of kindly love

for thy mercies grateful prove;
singing thus through all our days
praise to God, immortal praise.

Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.

The Dismissal

DEACON Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

PEOPLE Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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