
 Fourth Sunday in Lent  •  March 15, 2026  •  9:00am & 11:00am

Holy Eucharist, 	 2019 Renewed Ancient Text

Opening Hymn   The People Stand

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
Words: Isaac Watts, 1707;  
Music: (adapted from Gregorian chant) Lowell Mason, 1824

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on  all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the cross of Christ, my God:
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice  them to his blood.

 Opening Sentences	

leader	 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.

people	 His mercy endures for ever.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Decalogue

leader		  God spoke these words and said:
		  I am the Lord your God.
		  You shall have no other gods but me. 

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.

leader		  You shall not make for yourself any idol.

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.

leader		  You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in 
		  vain.

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.

leader		  Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.

leader		  Honor your father and your mother.

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.

leader		  You shall not murder.

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.

leader		  You shall not commit adultery.

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.

leader		  You shall not steal.

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.



leader		  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

people		  Lord, have mercy upon us,
		  and incline our hearts to keep this law.

leader		  You shall not covet.

people 		  Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these, your 
		  laws, in our hearts, we beseech you.

from Exodus 20:1–17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21

Trisagion
Music by Fernando Ortega

Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy, mercy on us

Songs of Worship

How Great Is Your Faithfulness
Matt Redman

Now unto the King who reigns over all
And never changes or turns
Unfailing justice, unfading grace
Whose promises remain
Yes, your promises remain
 

The heavens ring, the saints all sing:  
Great is your faithfulness
From age to age we will proclaim:  
Great is your faithfulness
How great is your faithfulness

 
Everything changes, but you stay the same



Your word and kingdom endure
We lean on the promise of all that you are
And trust forevermore
We will trust forevermore
 
From generation to generation,
You never fail us, O God 
Yesterday and today and tomorrow,
Until the day you return

The Collect of the Day  The People Stand  

leader    	 The Lord is here.

people     	 And his Spirit is with us. 
leader	 Let us pray.

all	 Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down 
	 from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: 
	 Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we 
	 in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
	 one God, now and for ever. Amen.

[No Children’s Dismissal]

First Reading  The People Sit 	 1 Samuel 16:1–13 (NIV)

lector	 A reading from 1 Samuel 16.

16:1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since 
I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on 
your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of 



his sons to be king.”

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice 
to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to 
do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”

4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the 
elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you 
come in peace?”

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. 
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed stands here before the Lord.”

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But 
Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had 
Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 
10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to 
him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all 
the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with 
health and had a fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence 
of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came 



powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

lector 	 The Word of the Lord. 
people		  Thanks be to God.

Psalter  The People Stand	 Psalm 23

lector 	 Let us pray Psalm 23 responsively by half verse.

1	 The Lord is my shepherd; *
 		  I shall not be in want.
2	 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
 		  and leads me beside still waters.
3	 He revives my soul *
		  and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
4	 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
	 I shall fear no evil; *
 		  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5	 You spread a table before me in the presence of those 
	 who trouble me; *
 		  you have anointed my head with oil,
 		  and my cup is running over.
6	 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
	 of my life, *
 		  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

all 	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Second Reading  The People Sit 	 Ephesians 5:1–14 (NIV)

lector	 A reading from Ephesians 5.

5:1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk 
in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, 
or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for 
God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse 
joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you 
can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is 
an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things 
God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be 
partners with them.

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live 
as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have 
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose 
them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in 
secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and 
everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said

“Wake up, sleeper,
    rise from the dead,
    and Christ will shine on you.”

lector 	 The Word of the Lord. 
people		  Thanks be to God.



The Gospel Song

We Turn to You
from Church of the Cross Boston

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,
Our Maker and Giver of Life;
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,
Our Savior, we turn to you, we turn to you, we turn to you.

The Gospel  		  John 9:1–13, 28–38

deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
	 according to St. John.
people	 Glory to you, Lord Christ

9:1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this 
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long 
as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, 
when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool 
of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and 
came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, 
“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that 
he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”



But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my 
eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and 
then I could see.”

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.

“I don’t know,” he said.

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. ...

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s 
disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to 
Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where 
he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not 
listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will.  
32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you 
lecture us!” And they threw him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking 
with you.”

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord
people	 Praise to you, Lord Christ



We Turn to You

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,
Our Maker and Giver of Life;
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit,
Our Savior, we turn to you, we turn to you, we turn to you.

The Sermon  	 The People Sit	



The Nicene Creed		

leader	 Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

leader and people

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
    Begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven:
    By the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        He suffered death and was buried.     
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.           * Universal 



The Prayers of the People

God of all creation, full of love and abounding in mercy;
May the whole earth be filled with your glory.
O Lord, bless and guide all ministers of your church;
Clothe them in righteousness and grant them wisdom.
Direct the leaders of our nation;
That they may act in accordance with your kingdom.
Enlarge our own hearts, O Lord,
To love the things that you love.
May we proclaim your light
In every place where there is darkness.
May we proclaim your Holy Name
In every aspect of our lives.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And renew a right spirit within us.
Grant us your peace;
For only in you can we live in safety.
We pray for those in sickness, grief, persecution, bondage, fear, or 
loneliness, especially those from our own parish: David Bennett, Jan 
Bennett, Gail Blanchard, Diana Bridgeman, Rachel Chisolm, Eric 
Kaufman, Quinn Kenney, Samantha Lesan, Amanda McCamant, Diane 
Thompson, Christine Warner, Thomas Whitlock, and others you have 
laid upon our hearts. 

Silence is kept.

[Together we ask ] Lord, have mercy.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

celebrant		
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Peace  The People Stand

celebrant    	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
people        	 And also with you.

The people sit.

Announcements

prayer for birthdays					   
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 
their hearts may thy peace which passes all understanding abide all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

prayer for anniversaries
O God, you have so blessed the covenant of marriage that in it is 
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send 
your blessing upon these your children, that their lives together may 
continue to reflect your love and forgiveness and that their home may be a 
haven of blessing and peace; we pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

celebrant 	 Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 		
	        an offering and sacrifice to God. 



Offering & Offertory Song

[Special music with Jenifer Thyssen & friends]
[Keep "How can I give slide up for about 30–60 seconds, then go to 
Lent slate slide.]

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Holy Communion,  	The People Stand	

celebrant    	 The Lord is here.

people     		  And his Spirit is with us.
celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.

people    		  We lift them up to the Lord.
celebrant		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

people    		  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful 
people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; 
that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your 
Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which 
you have prepared for those who love you.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 



[sing]

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The People Kneel or Stand 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and when we had sinned against you and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into 
the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he 
stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once for all, 
that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his resurrection 
he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. 
As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confidence before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my 
Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for 
the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance 
of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them 



by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily 
receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray...

[say]
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil  	
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
Forever and ever, Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 	
 
celebrant		 Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for 
		  all upon the Cross.

people        	 Therefore let us keep the feast.

Agnus Dei (sung)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
	 have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
	 have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
	 grant us your peace.



celebrant		 The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
		  remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
		  him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Music 	

We Do Not Presume
Music by Andy Piercy & David Clifton

We do not presume to come to your table
Trusting in our own righteousness
For we are not worthy so much as to gather
The crumbs from under your table

But trusting, O Lord, in your great and manifold mercies
For you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy
So cleanse us and feed us with the body and blood of your Son
That we may live in him and that he may live in us
For ever and ever. Amen.

Sing to Jesus
Fernando Ortega and Rich Nibbe, 2002

Come and see, look on this mystery
The Lord of the universe, nailed to a tree
Christ our God, spilling his holy blood
Bowing in anguish, his sacred head

Sing to Jesus, Lord of our shame
Lord of our sinful hearts
He is our great Redeemer
Sing to Jesus, honor his name



Sing of his faithfulness
Pouring his life out unto death

Come, you weary, and he will give you rest
Come, you who mourn, lay on his breast
Christ who died, risen in paradise
Giver of mercy, giver of life

Sing to Jesus, his is the throne
Now and forever
He is the King of Heaven
Sing to Jesus, we are his own
Now and forever
Sing for the love our God has shown

Be unto Your Name
Lynn DeShazo and Gary Sadler, 1998

We are a moment, you are forever
Lord of the ages, God before time 
We are a vapor, you are eternal
Love everlasting, reigning on high

Holy, holy Lord God Almighty 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Highest praises, honor, and glory 
Be unto your name, be unto your name  

We are the broken, you are the Healer 
Jesus, Redeemer, mighty to save
You are the love song we’ll sing forever 
Bowing before you, blessing your name



Build My Life
Brett Younker, Karl Martin, Kirby Kable, Matt Redman, and Pat Barrett

Worthy of every song we could ever sing
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe
We live for you

Jesus, a name above every other name
Jesus, the only one who could ever save
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe
We live for you, we live for you

Holy, there is no one like you, there is none beside you
Open up my eyes in wonder
Show me who You are, and fill me with your heart
And lead me in Your love to those around me

I will build my life, upon your love, it is a firm foundation
I will put my trust, in you alone, and I will not be shaken

Prayer for Mission

all 	 Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the 
	 spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your 
	 Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
	 holy mysteries that we are living members of the body of your 
	 Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now, Father, 	
	 send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
	 and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To 
	 him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
	 and for ever. Amen.



The Blessing

celebrant 	 The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 
		  your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
		  God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
		  blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
		  Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
		  Amen.

Procession into the World  The People Stand 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
Words: Isaac Watts, 1707;  
Music: (adapted from Gregorian chant) Lowell Mason, 1824

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an offering far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

The Dismissal

deacon	  	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

people 		  Thanks be to God. 

~    ~    ~
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