
 Fourth Sunday of Advent  •  December 22, 2024  •  9:00am & 11:00am

Holy Eucharist,  Eucharistic Prayer B

Opening Hymn   The People Stand

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
12th Century Latin hymn, translation to English by John Mason Neale in 1851

O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree,
an ensign of thy people be;
before thee rulers silent fall;
all peoples on thy mercy call.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease,
and be thyself our King of Peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.



Candle Lighting 
   
reader:  Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle:
 to you be praise and glory for ever.
 Your light has shone in our darkened world
 through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;
 grant that we who have seen your glory
 may daily be renewed in your image
 and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,
 who is the Lord and Savior of all.

reader and people O Christ, Lord and Ruler, Root of Jesse, Key 
   of David, Rising Sun, King of the Nations, 
   Emmanuel... Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

wes & congregation
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Opening Sentences 

celebrant   Surely the Lord is coming soon.

people        Amen. Come Lord Jesus! from Revelation 22:20

Gloria

All Who Are Thirsty 
Brenton Brown & Glenn Robertson, 1998

All who are thirsty,
All who are weak,
Come to the fountain,



Dip your heart in the streams of life
Let the pain and the sorrow
Be washed away
In the waves of his mercy
As deep cries out to deep, (we sing)

Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Lord, I Need You 
Daniel Carson, Matt Maher, Christy Nockels, Jesse Reeves, and Kristian Stanfill

Lord, I come, I confess
Bowing here, I find my rest
Without you I fall apart
You’re the One that guides my heart

Lord, I need you, oh, I need you
Every hour I need you
My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how I need you

Where sin runs deep, your grace is more
Where grace is found is where you are
And where you are, Lord, I am free
Holiness is Christ in me
And where you are, Lord, I am free
Holiness is Christ in me

Teach my song to rise to you
When temptation comes my way
And when I cannot stand I’ll fall on you
Jesus, you’re my hope and stay
‘Cause when I cannot stand I’ll fall on you
Jesus, you’re my hope and stay



The Collect of the Day  The People Stand  

leader     The Lord is here.

people      And his Spirit is with us. 
leader Let us pray.

all Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come 
 among us; and as we are sorely hindered by our sins from 
 running the race that is set before us, let your bountiful grace 
 and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ 
 our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
 and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Children’s Dismissal  

Let the Flame Burn Brighter

Let the flame burn brighter
In the heart of the darkness
Turning night to glorious day
Let the song grow louder
As our love grows stronger
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

First Reading  The People Sit  Daniel 7:9–14 (NIV)

lector A reading from Daniel 7.

7:9 “As I looked,

“thrones were set in place,
    and the Ancient of Days took his seat.



His clothing was as white as snow;
    the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire,
    and its wheels were all ablaze.
10 A river of fire was flowing,
    coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him;
    ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
The court was seated,
    and the books were opened.

11 “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn 
was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body 
destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 12 (The other beasts had been 
stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)

13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son 
of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient 
of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, 
glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language 
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not 
pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed."

lector  The Word of the Lord. 
people  Thanks be to God.

Psalter  The People Stand Psalm 80:1–7

lector  Let us pray Psalm 80 responsively by half verse.

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
   shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
   stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *



   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4 O Lord God of hosts, *
   how long will you be angered
   despite the prayers of your people?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
   you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
   and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

all  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Second Reading  The People Sit  Hebrew 10:1–10 (NIV)

lector A reading from Hebrews 10.

10:1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—
not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same 
sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who 
draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have stopped being 
offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and 
would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are 
an annual reminder of sins. 4 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins.

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:
“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
    but a body you prepared for me;
6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings
    you were not pleased.
7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—
    I have come to do your will, my God.’”



8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings 
you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were 
offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have 
come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second.  
10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all.

lector  The Word of the Lord. 
people  Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Song

Come Light Our Hearts
Sandra McCracken, 2015

For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 
For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 
Truly our hope is in you 
Truly our hope is in you 

O Lord of life, our only hope 
Your radiance shines on all who look
To you in the dark, Emmanuel come, 
Come light our hearts 

The Gospel    Matthew 24:29–35

deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 according to St. Matthew.
people Glory to you, Lord Christ

24:29 “Immediately after the distress of those days



“‘the sun will be darkened,
    and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’

30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then 
all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 31 And he 
will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get 
tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even 
so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the 
door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until 
all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will never pass away.

deacon The Gospel of the Lord
people Praise to you, Lord Christ

Come Light Our Hearts (continued)
Sandra McCracken, 2015

For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 
For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait 
Truly our hope is in you 
Truly our hope is in you 

O Joy above all other loves 
In you we find more than enough 
We come as we are, O heal and restore 
Come light our hearts



The Sermon   The People Sit 

The Apostles’ Creed

leader Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

leader and people
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers of the People

lector Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

  I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world;
 for our Archbishop Foley, for our Bishop Todd; for this 
 gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the 
 Church.

 Silence is kept for 5 seconds.

lector  I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; 
 and for the well-being of all people. Pray for justice and 
 peace.

 Silence is kept for 5 seconds.

lector I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 
 oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in any need 
 or trouble, especially those who are not well. We especially 
 remember Terry Barnes, Bill [BEE-cham] Beauchamp, 
 Gail Blanchard, Diana Bridgeman, Rachel Chisolm, Matson 
 Duncan, Nate [GAB-rish] Gabrysch, Jan Garven, Jim 
 Garven, Eric Kaufman, Samantha [Le-SAHN] Lesan, 
 Amanda McCamant, Diane Thompson, Christine Warner, 
 and others you have laid upon our hearts.

 Silence is kept for 5 seconds.

lector  I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper 
 knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be found 
 by him.

 Silence is kept for 5 seconds.

celebrant  
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name 
of your Son: Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in 
our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and 
love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Peace  The People Stand

celebrant     The peace of the Lord be always with you.
people         And also with you.

The people sit.

Announcements

prayer for birthdays     
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 
their hearts may thy peace which passes all understanding abide all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

prayer for anniversaries
O God, you have so blessed the covenant of marriage that in it is 
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send 
your blessing upon these your children, that their lives together may 
continue to reflect your love and forgiveness and that their home may be a 
haven of blessing and peace; we pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

prayer of longing for those who are grieving
O merciful Father, you have taught us in your holy Word that you do 
not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men: Look with pity on the 
sorrows of your servants who this day are carrying grief, sadness, loss, 
or loneliness. Remember them, O Lord, in mercy; nourish their souls 
with patience; comfort them with a sense of your goodness; lift up your 
countenance upon them; and give them peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.



celebrant  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,   
        an offering and sacrifice to God. 

Offering & Congregational Song

Savior of the Nations, Come 
Words: Ambrose of Milan (340–397); Music: attributed to Martin Luther, 1574
 
Savior of the nations, come,
Show yourself, the virgin's son.
Marvel heaven, wonder earth,
That our God chose such a birth.

Not by human power or seed
Did the woman's womb conceive;
Only by the Spirit’s breath
Was the Word of God made flesh.

Mary then was found with child,
Still a virgin, chaste and mild.
God had favored her with grace
To receive the Prince of Peace.

Christ laid down his majesty,
Passed through dark Gethsemane.
Though he left his Father's home,
Christ now sits on God’s own throne.

Christ in glory, intercede
For your creatures' suff 'ring need.
Let your resurrecting power
Soon complete the vict'ry hour.



Praise to you, O Lord, we sing.
Praise to Christ, our newborn King!
With the Father, Spirit, one,
Let your lasting kingdom come.

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Holy Communion  The People Stand 

celebrant     The Lord is here.

people       And his Spirit is with us.
celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

people      We lift them up to the Lord.
celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

people      It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because 
you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to 
make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 
fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 



[sing]

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full, O Lord, of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full, O Lord, of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

 
The People Kneel or Stand  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him 
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of 
the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;



And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood 
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation.   

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
Forever and ever, Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread  
 
celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

people         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
celebrant  The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
  remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
  him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.



Communion Music  

We Do Not Presume
Music by Andy Piercy & David Clifton

We do not presume to come to your table
Trusting in our own righteousness
For we are not worthy so much as to gather
The crumbs from under your table

But trusting, O Lord, in your great and manifold mercies
For you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy
So cleanse us and feed us with the body and blood of your Son
That we may live in him and that he may live in us
For ever and ever. Amen.

Trinity Song
Sandra McCracken

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit
Holy communion, Three-in-One

Come, with your peace, with your invitation
Bind us together in holy love

O Praise the Name

I cast my mind to Calvary
Where Jesus bled and died for me
I see his wounds, his hands, his feet
My Savior on that cursed tree

His body bound and drenched in tears



They laid him down in Joseph’s tomb
The entrance sealed by heavy stone
Messiah still and all alone

O praise the name of the Lord our God
O praise his name forevermore
For endless days we will sing your praise
Oh Lord, Oh Lord our God

Then on the third at break of dawn
The Son of Heaven rose again
O trampled death, where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King

He shall return in robes of white
The blazing sun shall pierce the night
And I will rise among the saints
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face

Prayer for Mission
 
all 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 
the world in peace and mission, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  



The Blessing

celebrant 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness 
from before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes 
in glory; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Procession into the World  The People Stand 

Blest Be the King that Cometh
Words: Federico Pagura (1923–2016); Music: Melchior Teschner, 1613

Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God!
For him let doors be opened, no hearts against him barred! 
Not robed in royal splendor, in power and pomp, comes he; 
but clad as are the poorest, such his humility!

Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God! 
By those who truly listen his voice is truly heard; 
pity the proud and haughty, who have not learned to heed 
the Christ who is the Promise, who has atonement made.

Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God! 
He only to the humble reveals the face of God. 
All power is his, all glory! All things are in his hand, 
all ages and all peoples, till time itself shall end!

Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God! 
He offers to the burdened the rest and grace they need. 
Gentle is he and humble! And light his yoke shall be, 
for he would have us bear it so he can make us free.



The Dismissal

deacon   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! 
  Alleluia! Alleluia!

people   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

~    ~    ~
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