
Sixth Sunday of Easter  •  May 5, 2024  •  9:00am & 11:00am

Holy Eucharist, 	 Eucharistic Prayer A 

Opening Hymn   The People Stand

Be Thou My Vision
Words adapted from ancient Irish peom, ca. 8th century; Music: Traditional Irish folk melody 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me Lord:
Thou my great Father, and I thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Opening Sentences	

celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

people       		 The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Confession and Absolution of Sin

leader	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

leader & people 
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Song of Worship

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
Words & music by Stuart Townend, 1995

How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure
That he should give his only Son
To make a wretch his treasure



How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns his face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One,
Bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross,
My sin upon his shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice,
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything
No gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom

The Collect of the Day  The People Stand  

leader    	 The Lord is here.

people     	 And his Spirit is with us. 
leader	 Let us pray.

all	 O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good 
	 things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts 
	 such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 
	 above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all 
	 that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
	 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
	 and ever. Amen.



Children’s Dismissal

Let the Flame Burn Brighter

Let the flame burn brighter
In the heart of the darkness
Turning night to glorious day
Let the song grow louder
As our love grows stronger
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

First Reading  The People Sit 	 Acts 10:44–48 (NIV)

lector 	 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on 
all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come 
with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues 
and praising God.

Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being 
baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 
48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

lector 	 The Word of the Lord. 
people		  Thanks be to God.



Psalter  The People Stand	 Psalm 98

lector 	 Let us pray Psalm 98 antiphonally by whole verse, 
		  beginning with the east side of the room.

1	 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
 	 for he has done marvelous things.

2	 With his right hand and his holy arm *
 	 has he won for himself the victory.

3	 The Lord has made known his victory; *
 	 his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4	 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
 	 and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5	 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
 	 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6	 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
 	 with the harp and the voice of song.

7	 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
 	 shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8	 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
 	 the lands and those who dwell therein.

9	 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
 	 and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
 	 when he comes to judge the earth.

10	 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
 	 and the peoples with equity.

all 	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Second Reading  The People Sit 	 1 John 5:1–6 (NIV)

5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and 
everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we 
know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out 
his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. 
And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, 
even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did 
not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who 
testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 

lector 	 The Word of the Lord. 
people		  Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Song

Send Your Word, O Lord
Marty Reardon

Send your Word, O Lord
We long to see your healing in the earth
Send your Word, O Lord
We long to see the broken heart restored



The Gospel  		  John 15:9–17

deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
	 according to St. John.
people	 Glory to you, Lord Christ

15:9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have 
told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer 
call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. 
Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that 
will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give 
you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.

deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord
people	 Praise to you, Lord Christ

Send Your Word, O Lord (reprise)

Send your Word, O Lord
We long to see your healing in the earth
Send your Word, O Lord
We long to see the broken heart restored

The Sermon  	 The People Sit	



The Nicene Creed

leader	 Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

leader and people

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
    Begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven:
    By the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        He suffered death and was buried.     
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.           * Universal 



The Prayers of the People

For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of 
the people of God. 

Silence is kept.  			

Lord, in your mercy;  Hear our prayer.

For Foley Beach, our Archbishop, and Todd Hunter and Brian Wallace, 
our Bishops, and for all the clergy and people of our Diocese and 
Congregation. We pray especially for our provincial College of Bishops 
as they seek to hear from you, Lord Jesus, in their decision about the 
next Archbishop of our province: Give them a clear sense of your 
leading, and guide them to who you have anointed to serve in this role.

Silence is kept.  			

Lord, in your mercy;  Hear our prayer.

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for 
all who teach and disciple others. We especially remember those 
worshiping and serving at Church Under the Bridge this morning, 
including those sent from our own congregation.

Silence is kept.  			

Lord, in your mercy;  Hear our prayer.

For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith. 

Silence is kept.  			

Lord, in your mercy;  Hear our prayer.

For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public service. 

Silence is kept.  			

Lord, in your mercy;  Hear our prayer.

For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
adversity. We especially remember Diana Bridgeman, Rachel Chisolm, 
Matson Duncan, Nate Gabrysch, Jan Garven, Eric Kaufman, Donna 
Lloyd, Amanda McCamant, Christine Warner, and others you have laid 



upon our hearts.  

Silence is kept.  			

Lord, in your mercy;  Hear our prayer.

For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the 
resurrection, in thanksgiving let us pray.     

Silence is kept.  			

Lord, in your mercy;  Hear our prayer.

celebrant		 Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of 
		  Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate, who lives 
		  and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
		  God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace  The People Stand

celebrant    	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
people        	 And also with you.

The people sit.

Announcements



prayer for birthdays					   
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 
them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 
their hearts may thy peace which passes all understanding abide all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

prayer for anniversaries
O God, you have so blessed the covenant of marriage that in it is 
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send 
your blessing upon these your children, that their lives together may 
continue to reflect your love and forgiveness and that their home may be a 
haven of blessing and peace; we pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

celebrant 	 Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 		
	        an offering and sacrifice to God. 



Offering & Congregational Song

Christ Is the Life of the World
Words & music by Sandra McCracken, 2019

In Christ we offer all that he has offered
The perfect offering

Christ is the life of the world
Christ is the life of the world

So we remember all that he remembered
The whole of life returned

Let us lift up, lift our hearts
Let us lift up, lift our hearts
It is good to lift our hearts to the Lord

Sent forth in beauty, reconciling all things
Radiant in holiness

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Holy Communion, Prayer A 	 The People Stand	

celebrant    	 The Lord is here.

people     		  And his Spirit is with us.
celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.

people    		  We lift them up to the Lord.
celebrant		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

people    		  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly 
are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was offered 
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world; who by his death has 
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again has won for us everlasting 
life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

[say]

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

 
The People Kneel or Stand 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 



whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit 
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray...

[say]
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil  	
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
Forever and ever, Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread 	 
celebrant		 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

people        	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
celebrant		 The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
		  remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
		  him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Music 	

We Do Not Presume
Music by Andy Piercy & David Clifton

We do not presume to come to your table
Trusting in our own righteousness
For we are not worthy so much as to gather
The crumbs from under your table

But trusting, O Lord, in your great and manifold mercies
For you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy
So cleanse us and feed us with the body and blood of your Son
That we may live in him and that he may live in us
For ever and ever. Amen.

The Goodness of God
Words & music by Jenn Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Ben Fielding, and Brian Johnson, 2018

I love you, Lord
Oh, your mercy never fails me
All my days I’ve been held in your hands
From the moment that I wake up



Until I lay my head
I will sing of the goodness of God

All my life you have been faithful
All my life you have been so so good
With every breath that I am able
I will sing of the goodness of God

I love your voice
You have led me through the fire
In darkest night you are close like no other
I’ve known you as a father
I’ve known you as a friend
I have lived in the goodness of God

Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me
With my life laid down
I’m surrendered now
I give you everything
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me

It Is Well with My Soul
Words: Horatio Spafford; Music: Philip Bliss

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, thou has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

It is well, (it is well)
With my soul, (with my soul)
It is well, it is well, with my soul.



Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed his own blood for my soul.

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trumpet shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.

Prayer for Mission 	
all
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace and mission, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Recognition of Graduates: Prayer & Slideshow

The Blessing

celebrant 	
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ 



our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Procession into the World  The People Stand 

Be Thou My Vision
Words adapted from ancient Irish peom, ca. 8th century; Music: Traditional Irish folk melody 

Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight;
be thou my dignity, thou my delight,
thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r;
raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my Treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

The Dismissal

deacon	  	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
		  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

people 		  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

~    ~    ~
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